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From the Pastor’s Desk

June and July 2018

The story below is long but it offers a wonderful reminder of how relevant Scripture can be.
Craig Barnes is now president of Princeton Theological Seminary, and he wrote this reflection, called Finding
God at the Bottom.
"My father was a preacher who believed it was important to memorize verses of the Bible. On Mondays
he'd give my older brother and me a verse written out on a little white card. We were expected to recite
it from memory by dinner at the end of the week when our father would point to one of us and say
something like "Romans 8:28." If we didn't start chirping away with ‘For all things work together for good
for those who love God,’ we'd have to leave the table.
By the time I was a teenager I had memorized a lot of the Bible, not out of love for the sacred text but
because I didn't want to be dismissed from Saturday evening dinner. I never paid attention to the
words. But they were still in me. When I was not quite 17, my parents' marriage broke apart. My mother
left our home on Long Island and went to live with her sister in Dallas. My father left the church he had
started and just disappeared. My big brother dropped out of college, got a construction job, and helped
me finish high school. I got an after-school job at a gas station. Together we got by.
Oddly, my brother and I didn't talk about how our world had crumbled. This wasn't just because we
weren't good at sharing our feelings. Mostly it was because we couldn't afford emotion. We were too
worried about the next meal and a place to stay.
The following Christmas my brother and I decided we would go to Dallas to visit my mother. We didn't
have the money for a plane or bus ticket, so we did what young people sometimes do when they're not
thinking clearly. We decided to hitchhike from Long Island to Dallas.
By the end of the first day we were somewhere in the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia on Interstate 81. It
was snowing hard, the sun was long gone, and we stood on the entrance ramp with our thumbs sticking
out. As the snow got heavier, there were fewer and fewer cars. After two hours, we finally saw a pair of
headlights pull over in front of us. It was a Virginia state trooper. We were expecting a lecture about
how dangerous, not to mention illegal, it was to hitchhike. Instead he told us that the highway had been
closed for two hours and that after attending to an accident up the road he would come back for us and
take us to a diner that was still open.
Continued under Other News & Events

June - July Sermon Series
ONE QUESTION
June 3 – How Does Prayer Work?
(Cathy Boshamer Preaching)

July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29

Beverly Bradley
Barbara Mullinax
Pastor Debra
David Rhyne
Kim Pruitt

If you have a schedule conflict, please contact
Pastor

June 10 – How to Have Faith in God’s Word
and Not Worry?
June 17 – What Influences Your Life the

Nursery Servants Rotation

Most?
June 24 – What UMC Beliefs Are Different
From Other Denominations –
Such
As The Rapture?
July 1

– What Make an Idol an Idol?

July 8

– What Is Love and How Well Do

We
Show It?
July 15 – Should Church Be Relevant
Today
or Stay Traditional?

June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

Christal H. & Shannon C.
David & Sandi Rhyne
Mitch & Katie Allen
Todd & Kathi Hamilton

July 1
July 8
July 15
Hooper
July 22
July 29

Silvia Mullinax & Gina Montoya
Beverly Bradley & Brenda Barker
Kelley Ratchford & Susan
Christal H. & Shannon C.
David & Sandi Rhyne

If you have a schedule conflict, please switch
with someone and inform Dana.

July 22 – Is What’s Happening In The UMC
All
About Scripture?
July 29 – In Heaven – Will We Know Each
Other and Know If A Loved One
Isn’t There?

Prayer Teams
Prayer as we have seen and experienced,
is more powerful than we can ever
imagine.

Children’s Sermon Rotation
Please Limit Sermon to 3 Minutes
June 3
Barbara Mullinax
June 10
Pastor Debra
June 17
David Rhyne
June 24
Kim Pruitt

 Sunday Prayer Group –
Last Sunday each Month
after worship

upstairs Men’s Fellowship Classroom
 Wednesday Prayer Group –
Last Wednesday each Month
6:30 pm in Parlor
Please feel free to join any group that fits
your schedule. ALL are welcome.

GOODTIMERS
Will NOT meet during June & July.

Gastonia Street Ministries will meet

Saturday, June 16th 6:30pm and
Saturday, July 21st 6:30pm.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 26-July 28
More information coming soon.

YOUTH LEADERS NEEDED
First, a special thank you to Kim and
Preston Pruitt for stepping in last September
to help lead the youth of Bradley Memorial
UMC. We greatly appreciate their
willingness to help out and to lead the youth
on their Mission Trip to Tennessee in June.
However, after the mission trip, Kim and
Preston have decided that it is time to step
back and let someone else step in.
While the Staff Parish Committee continues
to search for a Director of Children and
Youth, we are in need of a couple of people
who have a heart for the youth and a desire
to see the youth program continue.
If you are passionate about the youth and
would like to help out, please contact the
Education Committee chairperson or Pastor
Debra.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN will meet
Sunday, June 10th 5:00pm in the fellowship hall.
Dinner provided.
NO MEETING JULY

Men’s Bible Study – Book of Daniel.
Please accept our invitation to join us
Thursday, June 7th at 6:00pm in the
conference room. All men are invited. For
more information contact Wes Bradley.

Happy 4th of July

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom.
2 Corinthians 3:17

I’m truly grateful for each one of you and the
opportunity for another year to be in ministry
together.
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Debra
Continued from front page - From the
Pastor’s Desk
We stayed put on the side of the dark highway in
the blizzard. After months of hustling our way
through the immediate issues of making life
work, my brother and I were finally forced to talk
to each other. We took a stab at describing our
situation, but it didn't go very well after I
mentioned that we were basically disposable to
the people who were supposed to love us. We
tried to pass the time by quizzing each other on
sports statistics. Neither of us had ever been
very good at that.
Then my brother pointed to me and said,
‘Romans 8:28.’ We spent much of that night
asking each other to recite the verses of the
Bible we had memorized but never truly heard.
At one point I found myself saying the precious
lines of Isaiah 43: ‘Do not fear, for I have
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you
are mine. When you pass through the waters, I
will be with you... Because you are precious in
my sight, and honored, and I love you.’ By the
time I finished reciting those words, I was crying.
That night, when a passage about the sustaining
love of God cast out fear that was too deep for
me to even acknowledge, became the turning
point in my life. And at the bottom, I found the
relentless love of God who was with me and
always will be, no matter how deep the waters."
This summer I have no book challenge for you
to read, in fact no challenge at all. My only
hopeful prayer is that you will find some time to
read and memorize some Scripture. After all,
you never know when the Holy Spirit will lay that
passage upon your heart to bring you through
life.

Oh, and don’t be a stranger to worship this
summer. We all truly miss seeing you each
week.

June & July
Single Governing Board
3rd Sun. –
Monthly
JUNE – NO MEETING
Sun. July 15th After Worship
2nd Thurs. – Bi-

Education
Monthly

Thurs. July 12th

6:30 pm

Nominations
Fall
N.O.W.
Monthly

Typically
2nd Thurs. –

Thurs. June 14th 6:00 pm
Staff Parish
TBA
1st Thurs. –
Quarterly
Worship
Monthly

3rd Thurs. – BiThurs. June 14th 7:00 pm

Pastor Debra will be out of town
May 31st – June 3rd.
In case of emergency, please call
David Rhyne 704-616-7370

GRADUATION SUNDAY
June 10th
Please wear your cap & gown

Katelyn Elizabeth Kiser
Graduating from Highland School of Technology
Will be attending NC State
Majoring in Biological Sciences with a Concentration
in Integrated Physiology & Neuro Biology
Erin Lee Metcalf
Graduating from Ashbrook High School
Will be attending Gaston College

to get their homes dry and winterized. There are
even others who are trying to run outreach
missions, but don't even have enough funds to
keep up their own facilities.
Throughout these areas are children and adults
who need to be shown the love of Christ. Your
group will be able to minister in these areas
through home repair projects such as building
wheelchair ramps, decks, and painting.
Please start praying for our youth and their
leaders as they prepare for this mission trip.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Lake Junaluska
June 21 – 23
Pastor Debra and Beverly Bradley will be
attending.

HONORING ALL MEN OF BMUMC

Plan to join us Sunday, June 17th between
Sunday school and Worship as we honor all
the men of Bradley Memorial with a lite
breakfast.

Music Week
Lake Junaluska
June 24th-June 29th

GETTING FIT TOGETHER
Youth Mission Trip
Gatlinburg, TN
June 17th-June 22nd
Over the years, youth mission teams and our
mission camp staff have formed strong bonds
with the people they minister to in the poor
communities scattered throughout the mountains
of eastern Tennessee. Some of these local
residents are destitute and forgotten, living in
clusters of dilapidated, seemingly unlivable
homes alongside old dirt roads. Some of them
are widows or young families who just need help

No cost! Mondays and
Thursdays 6:15-7pm in old
downstairs fellowship hall. Please see Susan
Hooper or Kelley Ratchford if you have any
questions.

Pickleball will resume Monday June 4th
7pm in the CLC. Pickle Ball will only
meet on the 1st & 3rd Monday of each
month. Come check out this fun game.

The church office will be closed
Wednesday, July 4th in observance of
Independence Day.

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET that articles for
the next issue of the newsletter must be in
the church office by Wednesday, July 18th
for August/September Newsletter.

Russ Clark
By: Rick & Judy Bradley Dana, Brad, Blake &
Brandon Griffin,
Ruby Spencer
By: Rick & Judy Bradley
Kathleen Champion
By: Rick & Judy Bradley
Sonny Smith
By: Rick & Judy Bradley
Kathleen Champion
By: Charles Hutchins

Neil & Emily Styers
By: Dana, Brad, Blake & Brandon Griffin
Wes & Julie Bradley
By: Dana, Brad, Blake & Brandon Griffin
Pastor Debra
By: Dana, Brad, Blake & Brandon Griffin
Many thanks to everyone for another very
successful barbecue – Whether you sold tickets,
provided a sponsorship or community service
donation, coordinated a special area, delivered
plates, worked in the dining area, prepared
trays, or assisted in the drive-thru, we say a
heartfelt thank you. Your hard work and
dedication of time and effort yielded a net profit
of $12,000.00, which will be tithed 20% for
missions and 80% for Budget.

Don’t forget the Prayer Room
Upstairs in Room # 202
It’s open any time the church is open.
There are prayer cards, prayer instructions,
Bibles, and Hymnals available.

for a time of learning and forming your own
Christian beliefs through Confirmation.
At the end of the 6 week class, the youth
will profess (Confirm) his or her faith in
Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and
Savior and become a full member of Bradley
Memorial UMC.

Crisis Assistance Ministry has several
specific volunteer openings that need to be
filled. Please search your calendar and your
heart to see if you can fill one of these
openings.
Receptionist, Interviewer, Food Pantry and
Food Pick-Up.
For more information, please contact
CAM’s Volunteer Coordinator,
Jenny Moran, at 704-867-6076.

Classes will be 1 hour beginning Sunday,
September 9th from 9:30am – 10:30am
with Confirmation Sunday being October
21st.
Attendance in all classes and worship
services will be required for all 6 Sunday’s
(with one class make up opportunity
available).
If you have a child interested in
confirmation, please call Pastor Debra or
the church office by the DEADLINE of July
29th.

FALL BIBLE STUDY

Coming This
Fall

This fall, if you will be in 6th grade or
higher we invite you to join Pastor Debra

This fall our bible study will be on “The
Sermon on the Mount”-Book of
Matthew. Look for more information to
come soon.

Bradley Memorial UMC
Annual
Women’s Retreat
September 21st – 23rd
It’s time to slow down, savor time with
friends and enjoy the beauty of God’s great
outdoors as we gather at the

Mountain Laurel Lodge

at Ridgecrest.






Together we will discover how:
God is our firm foundation
God gives us friends to support and
encourage one another
Jesus is our redeemer
God is faithful and always there for us
Cost: $110 per person

(Should you need financial help, please talk to
Pastor Debra)

(Meeting rooms & sleeping rooms are in
the same building)
Registration
Forms will be available in Lena’s Corner
June 24th through July 29th
FINAL DEADLINE at the end of July.
Space is limited, so sign up early with a
deposit of $50.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Wes Bradley
6/2
Daniel Henderson
6/2
Dwight Grimsley
6/5
Tyler Kiser
6/7
Preston Pruitt
6/7
Sherri Sparrow
6/8
Bobbie Holland
6/8
Jill Nichols
6/9
Richard Pearson
6/10
Nelson Lambert
6/13
Rob Dilling
6/14
Donna Bradley
6/14
Holly Aughtry
6/16
Faye Finison
6/17
Shannon Campbell 6/17
Rusty Bumgardner 6/17
Keith Hooper
6/19
Reggie Jenkins
6/19
Jane Whitesides
6/21
Daryll Tate
6/23
Bonnie Cannon
6/26
Kendall Hollingsworth 6/28
Mandy Bradley
6/30

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Sandi Rhyne
Pat Lensgraf
Nell Connor
Helen Styers
Phyllis Corn
Mary Coley
Jackie Gaddis
Amy Lambert
Barbara Whitlock
Blake Griffin
Dana Griffin
Wes Styers
Mike Peters
Rob Tate
Banks Bradley
Brenda Barker
Grace Warren
Neil Smith

7/1
7/2
7/3
7/6
7/8
7/9
7/9
7/12
7/14
7/15
7/15
7/23
7/23
7/24
7/28
7/28
7/28
7/30

