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2017
 
 
In a book, I have asked the Administrative Council to read called, Draw the Circle by Mark Batterson, there is a story
about a missionary named Dr. Bob Bagley. The story is as follows:

 
“Bob’s church in Africa didn’t have a church building, so they literally met under the shade of a single tree near
the village – that is, until the local witch doctor cursed the tree, and it withered.  The church didn’t just lose their
shade; they were overshadowed by the curse.  It undermined the authority of their message.  Bob knew their
status in the village was in jeopardy if he didn’t do something about it, so he called for a public prayer meeting.
 Not unlike Elijah, who challenged the prophets of Baal to a prayer duel, Bob confronted the curse and called
down a blessing on the tree.  He literally laid hands on the tree and prayed that God would resurrect it.  

 
If God doesn’t answer his prayer, he would have dug an even deeper hole…There is an old adage: Desperate
times call for desperate measures.  Every prayer is a calculated risk, but sometimes God calls us to ante up all
the faith we have, and then let the chips fall where they may!  That’s what Bob did.  He asked God to resurrect
a tree, and then he added a little tagline to his prayer: ‘It’s not my name that’s at stake.’

 
When we act on faith, we aren’t risking our reputation; we are risking God’s reputation because He’s the one
who made the promise in the first place. If we aren’t willing to risk our reputation, we’ll never establish God’s
reputation.  We’ll also never experience miracles like the one Bob saw.  Not only did God break the curse and
resurrect the tree; it became the only tree of its type to yield its fruit, not once, but twice a year.  A double crop!
 A double blessing!”

 
Are you in a situation where you feel that desperate measures are needed? If so, are you willing to take the risk and act
on faith, offering up a prayer that literally puts God’s reputation on the line?  

 
As Mark further said: “It’s the impossible prayers that honor God because they reveal faith and allow God to
reveal His glory.’  

 
So pray and don’t stop.  God the Father is a God who loves us and wants the best for us, always.

 
Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Debra
 

 



 
 

August
 

The Book of James
Aug. 6   – Faith and Prayer-Prayer and Faith
Aug. 13 – Stability Even When Stretched or  
                Suffering
Aug. 20 – Wisdom in Controlling the Tongue
                 (Cathy Boshamer Preaching)
Aug. 27 – Faith and Deeds
 

 
September

 
All Over the Place Series

Sept 3   – Things That Are Hard to Believe
Sept 10 – Richard Pearson Preaching
Sept 17 – Technology, Social Media and
                 Family
Sept 24 – Heaven Yes – Hell No
 
 
 
 

Children’s Sermon Rotation



 
Please Limit Sermon to 3 Minutes

August 6 David Rhyne

August 13 Pastor Debra

August 20 Barbara Mullinax

August 27 Pastor Debra

 
Sept. 3  Kim Pruitt

Sept. 10 David Rhyne

Sept. 17 Beverly Bradley

Sept. 24 Barbara Mullinax

 
 
 

If you have a schedule conflict, please switch with someone and inform Dana.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children’s Church is for children ages 5-9. The children will come into the sanctuary
until the children’s sermon is over and then will be escorted to the children’s building.

 
Children’s Church Rotation

 
August 6 No Children’s Church

August 13 Kathi Hamilton & Pat Lensgraf

August 20 No Children’s Church

August 27 Bobbie Holland & Gina Montoya

 
Sept. 3  No Children’s Church

Sept. 10 David Rhyne & Katie Allen

Sept. 17 No Children’s Church

Sept. 24 Brenda Barker & Pat Lensgraf

 
 



 
Church family,
Thank you so much for the generous gift and for honoring me as a graduate. I am blessed to have
been born into Bradley Church and to have you as a strong influence in my life as an adult. I look

forward to being home soon.  
                                       Love, Melissa Holland

 
 
 

 
My Bradley Church Family,
Thank you so much for your many acts of kindness during my illness and recent fall. I feel so blessed
to have such a loving church family. May God continue to bless each of you.

                                          Love All, Russ Clark

 
 

 
 

     

 
 
 
 

Prayer Teams
Prayer as we have seen and experienced, is more powerful than we can ever imagine.

 

 
➢ Lois Matheson’s Team –



➢ Lois Matheson’s Team –
Last Sunday each Month

after worship
upstairs Men’s Fellowship Classroom

 
➢ David Rhyne’s Team –

Last Wednesday each Month
7:30 pm in Parlor

Please feel free to join any group that fits your schedule.  ALL are welcome.
 
 
 
 
 
Bradley Church wishes to express sincere sympathy & prayers to Eric Lensgraf and his family on the death of
his mother, Marion Lensgraf, who passed away June 20, 2017.

 
 
 
 

 
Bradley Church wishes to express sincere sympathy & prayers to Dana Griffin and her family on the death of
her husband, Richard Griffin, who passed away June 29, 2017.

 
 
 
 
Bradley Church wishes to express sincere sympathy & prayers to Ann Pappas on the death of her sister,
Margaret Hurst, who passed away July 11, 2017.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Marion Lensgraf
By: Kenny & Betty Ballard, Gladys Lambert, Lisa Prather, Marshall & Phyllis Dilling, Mary Lou Hord



Richard Griffin
By: Gladys Lambert, Marshall & Phyllis Dilling, Brenda Barker, Russ & Joyce Clark, Clyde Wright Class,
Sandra Bumgardner, Jackson’s Cafeteria, Mary Lou Hord, David McCarver, Bonnie Cannon, Pat & Eric
Lensgraf, Ken & Betty Ballard, Linda Pendleton, Charles & Kathy Gray, Bill & Linda Bartholomew, Ed & Will
Bartholomew, Gilbert & Kathryn Rushing, Leonard & Darlene Dalton, George, Kelley, Alexis & Peyton
Margaret Hurst (Ann Pappas’ Sister)
By: Russ & Joyce Clark & Chris, Jill & Kacy Nichols, Mary Lou Hord, Clyde Wright Class
Riley Bradley
By: Linda Pendleton
Sam & Vallie Grayson
By: Nancy Grayson
Ivey & Elizabeth Grayson
By: Nancy Grayson
James Edgar Grayson
By: Nancy Grayson
Norma Jean Grayson
By: Nancy Grayson

 
Savana Bradley
By: Richard, Dana, Brad, Blake & Brandon Griffin, Russ & Joyce Clark
Annie Laurie Bradley
By: Russ & Joyce Clark
Bren Bradley
By: Russ & Joyce Clark
Melissa Holland

By: Russ & Joyce Clark
Caleb Hooper
By: Russ & Joyce Clark
Jill Nichols’ Birthday
By: Mom & Dad
Lafon Spencer
By: Mary Martha Class, David McCarver
Russ & Joyce Clark
By: Ken & Phyllis Corn, Linda Pendleton
Lafon & Ruby Spencer
By: Ken & Phyllis Corn
Ken & Betty Ballard
By: Ken & Phyllis Corn
Wes & Helen Styers
By: Gladys Lambert
Wes Styers By: Clyde Wright Class

 
 
 

 
 
Last month Ethan Hughes resigned from the Director of Children and Youth position.        We thank

him for his time with us and wish him many blessings in his future ministry endeavors.  



 
 

YOUTH and PARENTS Meeting
Sunday, August 27th

Immediately following the worship service in the fellowship hall.  
Lunch will be provided.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bradley Memorial
2017 Women’s Retreat

September 8-10
Ridgecrest Conference Center

Black Mountain, NC

 
The Sweet Life Café
is the place where you will be able to connect with old and new friends, sharing with
each other and experiencing God.

 
If you haven’t turned in your reservation form, please do so by Sunday, August 6th

 
Cost:  $110 per person

(Should you need financial help, please talk to



Pastor Debra)

 
 

  
You are invited to join us Wednesday, September 20th for an afternoon of fun & fellowship as we connect with
the youth of the Boys & Girls Club. David Rhyne & Nelson Lambert will be having volleyball games at
3:30pm. A light meal will be served at 5:00pm. Please note time change

 
 
 

United Methodist Women will meet Tuesday, September 12th at 6:30pm in
the fellowship hall.
Due to scheduling conflicts, the date and time for our September meeting has been changed. Mitch
Johnston, a volunteer with Samaritan’s Purse is the scheduled speaker. Mitch is the son of Don
Johnston and the late Janet Johnston and grew up in Bradley Memorial Church. This is not a dinner
meeting, but light refreshments will be served.
 
United Methodist Women District Annual Meeting Saturday, August 5th 10:00am

First UMC Gastonia, NC.  
Guest Speaker: Debbie Windley from On Eagles’ Wings Ministries.

Hands-On-Mission items requested: toilet paper, tooth paste, tooth brushes and gift cards (Wal-Mart, Target, Bi-
Lo, Harris Teeter or Food Lion). Items can be left in the basket by the 1st door on the right in the Children’s
Building.

 
 
 

 
Gastonia Street Ministries will meet Saturday, August 19th 6:30pm and
Saturday, September 16th 6:30pm.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Chancel Hand bells and Children's Choir will start back on Wednesday, September 6.  Children's Choir is from
4:45 - 5:15 p.m. and the Chancel Hand bell Choir will meet from 6:15 to 7:15 p.m.  All members are
encouraged to mark your calendars and be mindful of rehearsal times.  Let's all make an extra effort to be
present at our rehearsal dates and times so that we may serve our Lord with the special gifts we have been
given!

 
 
 

GOODTIMERS
Will NOT meet in August.

Tuesday, September 12th -We will be going out for lunch. Time and place to be announced.

 

 
 
 
   COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE
 

  
 
               August & September

Administrative Council                 Bi-Monthly
                                         

Education                                    Bi-Monthly
Thurs. Aug. 24th 6:30 pm



Sept. TBA  

Finance                   Quarterly

 

Nominations                  Typically Fall
Thurs. Aug. 10th  6:30 pm

 
N.O.W.                2nd Thurs. – Monthly

           Thurs. Aug. 10th   5:00 pm  

Thurs. Sept. 14th 5:00 pm 
 

Staff Parish              Quarterly –except during Fall
Thurs. Sept. 5th 6:30 pm  

 
Trustees                  3rd Thurs. – Monthly

Thurs. Aug. 17th 5:00 pm
Thurs. Sept. 21st  5:00 pm

 
Worship            3rd Thurs. – Bi-Monthly  

Thurs. Sept. 21st  7:00 pm

 
 

 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Sunday, August 6th 6pm in the fellowship hall. If you would be interested in making homemade ice cream or
donating a cake, please contact Bobbie Holland at 704-864-3874.

 
 

The church office will be closed Monday, September 4th in observance of Labor Day.

 
PLEASE DO NOT FORGET that articles for
the next issue of the newsletter must be in the church office by Wednesday, September 13th. We will
be combining October and November, so information for both months need to be in by the
deadline. This will ensure that the newsletter will be out in plenty of time for you to hear about all the
exciting things happening within Bradley Memorial and in our community.

 
 



GETTING FIT TOGETHER No cost!
Mondays and Thursdays 6:15-7pm in old downstairs fellowship hall. Please see Susan
Hooper or Kelley Ratchford if you have any questions.

 

 
DANA WILL BE ON VACATION
August 7th-11th

Office will be open the following:
Mon. 7th 10:00-12:00 (Pastor Debra)
Tues. 8th 10:00-12:00 (Beverly)
Wed. 9th 10:00-12:00 (Pastor Debra)
Thurs. 10th 10:00-12:00 (Beverly)

 
 
 
As the school season is quickly coming upon us, let us pray for all of those who are involved with school.  
Let us pray for the children, that as they begin the new year, they will not learn what is taught to them but will
continue to learn about who they are in the eyes of God and how much they are loved.
Let us pray for the teachers, that through wisdom and knowledge, they will teach the children not only book
sense, but also about lessons of life through the love they show the children.  
Let us pray for the Principles and Vice Principles, that  they be given the patience and wisdom to handle any 
situation that will arise through the upcoming school year. 
Let us pray for the administrators, assistants, bus drivers, custodians, counselors, crossing guards and all of the
many others who support the children in our community.  
May they all be blessed throughout the year.

 
 

 
 
 



ADVENT Bible Study
Mark your calendars!

4 Tuesday’s  
Nov. 21, 28,
Dec. 5, 12
2 Times offered
10 – 11:30am

6:30 – 8 pm
 

Get a head start on Advent with this study called
“Because Of Bethlehem”

by Max Lucado
 

This is a two part study in which the second half, titled “He Chose the Nails”
will be during Lent 2018.

 
Look for sign-up sheets in Lena’s corner AND bulletin inserts towards the end of September.

 
 
 

 

 
October 6th - 7th

Catholic Conference Center
Hickory, NC

More info will be given at the Youth Planning Meeting Aug. 27th



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bradley Memorial
Community Day

Saturday, October 21st

11:00 am – 1:00 pm
More information to come this summer from the N.O.W Committee

 
 

Catawba Valley District
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL

Light the Fire of Discipleship
October 21st     -   3:00 –5:00

(Note: Date and time change)
1st UMC Gastonia

More info to come in late August

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

 
Sierra Montoya 8/6

Lathan Ross Allen 8/6

Gay Shockley  8/8

Jim Jenkins  8/8

Bryn Bumgardner 8/10

Linda Mattox  8/12

Eric Rogers  8/13

A.J. Barker  8/14

Sam Whitesides 8/18

Landen Barker  8/18

Gina Montoya  8/22

Herman Dalton 8/22



Eddie Noles  8/23

Adam Tate  8/24

Alex Hooper  8/27

Judy Bradley  8/27

Tripp Rogers  8/29
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
 
Kaitlyn Smith  9/1

Kylie Whitesides 9/3

Charles Hutchins 9/5

Elizabeth Meek 9/6

Zach Rogers  9/7

Brenda Ratchford 9/11

Brock Bumgardner 9/13

Deloris Thompson 9/13

Jesse James IV 9/19

Lois Matheson  9/19

Martha Barker  9/19

Justin Sparrow  9/20

Chris Nichols  9/20

Jordan Dalpiaz 9/20

Griffin James Alger 9/22

Josh Mullinax  9/24

Debbie Spencer 9/24

Robert Metcalf 9/24

Helen Honeycutt 9/25

Braydon Mullinax 9/26



Joyce Clark  9/29

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Report of the 2017 WNC Annual Conference
Lake Junaluska, NC         June 23-25, 2017

Bishop Paul Leland, Presiding



 
“Go and Baptize the World” (Matthew 28:16-20)

 
The opening session of the 2017 Annual Conference began with all attendees reaffirming their baptism as a
reminder that “ministry is the work of God, done by the people (clergy and laity) of God.” (Bishop Leland)

 
Major action items during the conference included:

• voting on 5 constitutional amendments with the results sent to General Conference officials.
• the approval of a proposal from the Board of Trustees to move the conference center from its current

location to a site in Huntersville.
• passage of the 2018 budget of $16,209,006 for conference expenses and General Church Funds.  An

additional $1.85 million dollars will be apportioned through districts for missional engagement, church
vitality and benevolence grants.  This is a 1.19% reduction from 2017.

• recognition of the WNCC for its leadership in the Southeastern jurisdiction.  The conference is first in
giving to US-based projects to the Advance giving.  The conference is first in the jurisdiction for giving
to UMCOR and second in the entire denomination.

 
There were 21 petitions presented to conference voting which included:

• a petition that recognizes the 50th anniversary of the historic mergers with the Evangelical United Brethren
and the Central Jurisdictions in 1968.  Celebrations will be a part of the 2018 Annual Conference.

• Passing of the WNC Arrearage Policy as required by the Book of Discipline.
• Passing a petition concerning SB594 that would decrease the number of social service departments from

100 counties to 20 regional offices.  The body voted “to strongly oppose NC SB594”, urging its defeat
and recommending to Governor Cooper that he veto the law if approved.

 
Other highlights included:

• twenty individuals ordained into full connection and sixteen provisional members commissioned.
• Collection of two special offerings.  The offering at Opening Worship was taken for the Central

Conference Theological Education Fund totaling $16,702.  This was matched by David Johnston of
West Market Street in Greensboro, totaling $33,404. The $33,404 was matched with a generous
investment of $1 million dollars by Jerre and Mary Joy Steed.  The offering, totaling $15,833.31 dollars,
at the Closing Worship was collected for the Ministerial Education Fund.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


